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PWH enters its 6th year with an 

action-packed 6 months

❖ Kicked o� the year with a move to a 
new headquarters at 40 Walch Drive 
in Portland and an o�-site shipping 
center nearby.

❖ Installed, with help of over 75 
volunteers, over 800 feet of shelving 
in both warehouses. 

❖ Donated over 20 pallets of supplies 
to over 30 Maine organizations 
which  support needy people. 

❖ Shipped 2 containers to Syria, 1 
container to Ecuador and 1 container 
to Senegal.

❖ Transported medical supplies 
through volunteers to Haiti, Togo, 
Honduras, India, Vietnam, Greece, 
Senegal and Bangladesh.

❖ Diverted approximately 20 tons of 
materials from land�lls.

❖ Welcomed nearly 200 participants 
from volunteer service groups, 
including representatives from TD 
Bank, Yale Alumni group, IDEXX, 
and Deering High School Capstone 
students. 

❖ Organized 8 interns from UNE, 
Bates, Dartmouth, Bowdoin, and 
Middlebury and Vassar Colleges.

Medical supplies loaded in Maine, 
o�oaded in Turkey, and

bound for Syria

 

 

Patriots Chairman and CEO Robert Kra� said, “In 
creating the Myra Kra� Community MVP Awards, 
we wanted to show our appreciation for these 
outstanding community advocates and o�er our 
support to the causes that are so near and dear to 
their hearts. We admire their sel�essness and 
thank them for their commitment to making the 
world a better place.” Elizabeth was honored 
alongside 25 other volunteer community leaders 
across New England. 
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Elizabeth McLellan recognized for her 
volunteer e�orts with the 2017 Myra 
Kra� Community MVP Award 

On June 8th, Elizabeth 
McLellan received a $10,000 
award from the Patriots 
Charitable Foundation in 
recognition of her visionary 
leadership and outstanding 
volunteer e�ort. “I was honored 
to receive the award on behalf 
of all our volunteers and 
supporters.”Elizabeth said. 

Your donation
   fuels us to...

Deliver medical supplies to the needy
Divert valuable materials from land�lls

Orchestrate a legion of volunteers

Donate Today
www.partnersfor worldhealth.org

Your gi� is
much appreciated



Recent PWH Medical Mission to Bangladesh Con�rms 
Ongoing Need for Supplies and Services

 

“These women had no medical care 
at all and I thought, if I’m going to 
help anyone, the brothel was the 
place to go.” ~Dr. Darlene Miller

 

 

During her visit, Dr. Hoekstra spent the majority of 
her time at District Hospitals in Jamalpur and Tangail, 
and the National Cancer Institute in Dhaka, where she 
performed 30 surgeries through the mission. 
Operating rooms were occupied by a single team that 
alternated between two patients undergoing 
simultaneous but di�erent procedures. 

Most patients wait until their conditions are obvious 
before coming to seek treatment. “While the country’s 
breast cancer rate is lower than ours, it’s the number 
one killer in Bangladesh because many patients’ 
cancers are too advanced when they’re admitted,” Dr. 
Hoekstra said. Suzanne also led educational sessions 
with the medical sta�, which were much appreciated.

Last March, Partners for World Health (PWH) Founder and President Elizabeth McLennan led a team of 
doctors on a Medical Mission to Bangladesh, its fourth since 2012.  One of the most densely populated 
countries in the world, Bangladesh faces numerous major challenges, including poverty, overpopulation and 
vulnerability to climate change. 

Over three weeks, Elizabeth and a team of volunteer medical professionals worked tirelessly to provide 
primary healthcare services at hospitals and clinics in the cities of Tangail, Jamulpur and Dhaka, the capital. 
This article highlights two Medical professionals from Maine, Dr. Suzanne Hoekstra and Dr. Darlene Miller. 

Dr. Miller 
provides 
medical care 
to vulnerable 
women. 
Brothels are 
legal in 
Bangladesh. 
The sex 
workers lack 
basic health 
services. 

“Each of Bangladesh’s district hospitals is 
large, overcrowded, and underfunded, but 
they do their best to provide health care 
for the people. The medical sta� is  happy 
to have us there, even if for only a few 
weeks, because they know we bring 
medical knowledge and experience, 
supplies and recommendations for 
improvement.” ~Dr. Suzanne Hoekstra 

Dr. Hoekstra 
sits with 
Operating 
Room sta� at 
the hospital 
in Jamalpur, 
Bangladesh

Inside the multi-block walled city of the Tangail 
brothel, 900 women worked in rooms o� a 
patchwork of catacomb-like hallways. “Many had 
been born in the brothel and had known nothing 
else,” Dr. Miller said.

During her stay, Dr. Miller and an interpreter met 
with and performed full physicals for 125 women. 
Many women, she said, had problems resulting from 
chewing betel, a nut that produces a stimulant 
response similar to ca�eine.

The women also were given cow steroids, which 
“fattened them up” and made them more appealing 
to men. Side e�ects included high blood pressure 
and diabetes.

“It’s very di�cult to educate and treat the women for 
these chronic conditions,” Dr. Miller. “What they 
need is an onsite medical professional who can 
monitor them, but currently that’s not possible. It was 
frustrating to see the lack of attention to these 
vulnerable women, but you do the best you can in the 
time available.”



Nurses from Uganda visit PWH

Volunteer Dedicates Talents to 
Re-organize PWH’s Canco Road 

Shipping Center   

Kaplan University Chapter Program 
Kicks o� with Mission to Senegal 

Wine Pull Event June 2017 
Fantastic and Fun!  

Kaplan 
University 
launched a 
new PWH 
chapter 
program with 
a capstone 
experience in 
Senegal for 
nursing school 
graduates.

Shayla Gordon of Bucksport, 
who was able to participate in 
the mission, stated to the 
Bangor Daily News, “I feel like 
there's so much we can do with 
perfectly good medical supplies 
that are discarded by hospitals. 
We take for granted a lot of the 
resources we have here.” 

The team 
visits with 
Sandie 
Roberts RN. 
Sandie is a 
volunteer 
Aisle 
Manager for 
needles and 
syringes. 

Thank You!  

Ritchie Dow, 
pictured le�, wanted 
to dedicate her 
retirement to an 
organization that 
operated in the US 
and internationally. 
She’s found a niche 
with PWH and 
works 60 hours a 
month to preparing 
containers for 
shipment overseas.  

Shaylah and a local 
shopkeeper share a 
selfie.

We raised over $6,000 through ticket sales. 
Our generous venue, wine, food, and ra�e 
item sponsors were a huge part of our 
success: Home Remedies, SweetGrass Winery, 
Due Fratelli Imports, DiMillo Imports, Mariner 
Beverages, E&J Gallo, Central Distributors, 
Devenish Distributors, National Distributors, 
Hannaford, Trader Joe's, Cabot Cheese, El Rayo 
Taqueria, Rosemont Market, Micucci Market, 
Zane Boutique,Folia, Portland Regency Hotel & 
Spa, Eventide Oyster Co, Honey Paw, Anna 
Phillips Nail Bar, Sugarloaf, ISA, Sur Lie, Sea 
Dog Team, Sea Dogs Brew Pub, Amore Hair 
Styles, and Holiday Inn.

The mission was very successful, providing 
services and medical education to over 500 
people in Touba and M’Bour.  

Ritchie’s systems-thinking and organizing talents, 
honed through a long career as a Mechanical 
Engineer and manager, were invaluable as PWH got 
settled into the new location and committed to an 
accelerated container shipment schedule in the 
upcoming months. “I �nd it very rewarding.” Richie
said.

A team of doctors, nurses, and lab workers from 
the St, Francis hospital in Kampala visited PWH 
in May. They were on a learning tour to improve 
care for their patients. PWH will see this team 
again when a PWH mission returns to Uganda in 
mid-August.

Event co-chairs Linda Geo�rion (le�) and Dru Mineo 
(right) did a fantastic job organizing the program and 
sharing the relevance of PWH’s mission.



40 Walch Drive
Portland, Maine, USA  
04103

We’ve moved effective January 1, 2017

www.partnersforworldhealth.org

(207) 774-5555

The race will start at 9am at Pine Point in 
Scarborough and will be run at low tide, on a 
very runable, compact sand. (The beach at this 
time will be �at)!  Registration is only $25 
through August 5th, $30 therea�er. The �rst 
100 people to register will receive a free t-shirt 
and the �rst 200 will get a goody bag, so sign up 
today at: https://runsignup.com/race/me/
scarborough/breakertobreaker !

Partners for World Health (PWH), based in Portland, Maine, collects unused medical supplies from New 
England medical facilities and re-distributes them to organizations in need, orchestrates medical missions in 
developing countries to deliver supplies and services while also training local medical professionals, provides 
quality engagement for elderly and special needs individuals, and educates the region’s citizens about global 
health issues. PWH’s 501c3 designation is 32-0276903. Founder and President: Elizabeth McLellan. Newsletter 
written by Ellen Maling and Carl Mueller, August, 2017.

August 13, 2017

BREAKER
Join our e-mail list for updates!

info@partnersforworldhealth.org

August 25- Sept. 9    Medical Mission to Uganda
             (closed to enrollment) 

October 12-22           Medical Mission to Bangladesh

                    (open to specialists in cancer
                              care, GYM, Breast or general surgical)

Nov. 27- Dec. 8           Medical Mission to Cameroon
                      (open to medical/surgical,
                                                       RNs, GYN)

 
December 16             International Cra� Fair at
   40 Walch Drive, Portland

Upcoming
Events

BREAKER
TO

10K


