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The Local women wait for services, July 2016

Senegal: PWH finds 
& fills a need
The women cut and dry fish 
on the beaches in the 
M’bour district in Senegal for 
long hours under a relentless 
sun. The Fish Ladies bring 
their goods to the market 
and are never sure they will 
be able to sell enough to feed their children that night.

Until 2013 these women also had no access to healthcare for 
their frequent skin infections and respiratory difficulties. With a 
partnership created with the District Hospital and with supplies 
and volunteers from PWH, The Fish Lady Project has expanded 
each year to now include over 450 people served on a 2 week 
mission. In 2016, the community secured primary health care
services, health education, a wound care clinic, and referrals to
other services. PWH is the only organization working with this
community, which is isolated from many other services. The
District Hospital is grateful for the support to reach this vulnerable
population. 

The Blue Button of 
Commitment 
Message from Elizabeth McLellan  

On PWH’s medical mission trips and service learning programs 
in developing countries, the blue button symbolizes our 
promise to stand alongside our partners for the long haul. PWH 
provides primary health care services and surgical interventions 
combined with compassionate health education and medical 
supplies. On our medical mission trips, like the Fish Lady 
project in Senegal, the mission ends with a ceremony that gifts 
the button to the local community. We share the button to 
encourage health, but it also stands for our commitment to 
return. The commitment of our volunteers and our donors is a 
great gift for us. We could not do this work without your 
support. Consider making a financial contribution before the 
end of 2016.  

DONATE

PWH established new partnerships and student chapters with the University of NH and University of Vermont
 PWH is now reaching out to all all 4 states in northern New England.

Your gift makes a difference:
Donate online 

at partnersforworldhealth.org,
     

Send a check to 
2112 Broadway, Portland, ME 04106 Abi with a container

loaded for Portland.

PWH’s Chapter Program: transformation in action for 
college students in New England
For University of Maine Presque Isle student Ms. Abi Riitano, 
her efforts to organize PWC's northern-most student-led 
chapter were transformative. “When we started,” she said, 
“We didn’t really know the best way to organize ourselves. 
But when you get past all the details, you realize that you are 
making a huge difference in just a few hours a week.” She 
reflected, “ PWH helped me gain a perspective on the issues 
in global health and the needs that can be met with these 
supplies and equipment. It’s my ethical obligation to 
reclaim these supplies and equipment and get them to 
where they can help to save lives. I’ll never take our 
American abundance for granted again.” Abi is currently 
working at the local hospital while preparing to start 
medical school.

then hand-processed by women on the beach, resulting in frequent 
wounds and infections to hands and feet.

In October, PWH moved the Shipping Center to a new facility on Canco Road 
in S. Portland. The hard work and dedication of Local Muscle Movers and (pictured  
left to right William Silveira, Ken Lloyd, Frank Sinnock and Paul Farren) combined with 

 
MacKinnon Don Madison and Chris Tenney made it happen.  A million thanks. 

call us at (207)774-5555.



“I’ve joined three medical 
missions with Partners for World 
Health since I became involved 
in 2010. I witnessed the needs, 
but I also experienced the 
appreciation for our attention, 
supplies and commitment.”
~Dr. Jennifer Friedman

Medical Missions focus on Primary Care 
PWH’s Medical Missions are a winning combination of 
supplies, teams of medical professionals, and community 
education.  A hospital in Bangladesh, pictured above, shows the 
state of healthcare in many developing countries. PWH’s focus 
on collaboration that builds on existing relationships and 
site-specific partnership has led to significant impacts for local 
communities. 

Global Health Internship Program 
Experience that Makes a Difference
PWH’s  internship program gives college
students real-life experience. Students 
from Bates, Bowdoin, Colby, UNE and 
USM have worked at PWH. Brandon 
Morales, pictured left, said, “My internship 
with PWH gave me a knowledge base 
and approach for relationship building
that were valuable lessons for my continued internship experience
at Mano a Mano in Bolivia. I hope to make the connection between
these two great organizations in the future.”  

PWH,with the support of Rotary Clubs in Yarmouth and York and 
funding from Rotary International, provided funds to ship 2 
containers to Uganda and collaborate on training to improve 
cancer care with a newly built cancer center at the St. Francis 
Hospital in Kampala. Pictured here are nurses in a lecture, with nursing instructors Kate 

Fisher, RN and Mary Stewart RN in the front row.
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Driven by Volunteer Energy
in 2016

Partners for World Health was recognized as the 
winner of the Governor's Service Award as 2016's 

Outstanding Nonprofit Volunteer Program.

➢  18,556 total recorded hours as of September 30
➢  129 individuals working at the sorting center, 

     averaging 4 hours per week.
➢

   
6 partnerships with agencies to provide work  

     experiences for developmentally delayed individuals
➢

   
800 people organized by 73 Community Service
Group leaders. 

The Lucky Winner at PWH’s 
Wine Pull benefit event in June 
2106 at Home Remedies in 
Portland. The event, organized 
by a fantastic group of volun-
teers, raised nearly $5,000 to 
support a container shipment 
to Ecuador.

“I’ve been volunteering almost every Saturday for almost 2 
years and record the pounds of incoming donations. After 25 
years in healthcare and travel overseas, I know that the waste in 
the U.S. system can be put to good use in many countries. This 
organization is vibrant and growing. It’s been a great experi-
ence. I’m happy to be a voice for PWH.”
~Linda Geoffrion

Where did 275,000 pounds of supplies go in 2016?
Given to Organizations in Maine:

 
Preble Street Shelter, McCauley House, Florence House, Animal Rescue League,

St. Luke’s Food Pantry, Homeless Vets, Wayside Food Shelter… and many others!

Provided to Students in Health Professions:
 

UNE, USM, Maine Med Sim Lab, Westbrook Regional Vocational Center

Transported through containers, PWH missions or through individuals to:
Bangladesh     •  Cuba  •  Democratic Republic of Congo  •  Dominican Republic  •  Ecuador (planned Dec 2016)

Ghana  •  Greece  •  Guatmala  •  Haiti  •  India  •  Jordan  •  Kenya  •  Nicaragua  •  Pakistan  •  Panama
Peru  •  Philipines  •  Rwanda  •  Senegal     •  Syria  •  Tanzania  •  Turkey     •  Uganda     •  Vietnam

Also hosted a PWH-sponsored Medical Mission

 and others.




